
 

 

New Regulations for Outdoor Water Use 

On May 19, 2015, Village of Lions Bay Council adopted Outdoor Water Use Bylaw No. 484. The intent of the 

bylaw is to regulate use of potable municipal water in order to promote responsible conservation habits. 

Our water is a valuable resource. Very little of the earth’s water is fresh and available for drinking. Our water 

comes from creeks fed by snow packs in the mountains high above the Village. By making minor changes to your 

water habits, you can help to keep our great water for things we need like drinking and cleaning, and try not to 

waste it by overwatering lawns or leaving taps running. 

The new bylaw regulates the following: 

• Lawn watering 

• Garden watering 

• Use of pools, spas and ponds 

• Washing of outdoor impermeable surfaces such as driveways, buildings, sidewalks, and roads – including 

pressure washing 

• Washing vehicles and boats 

• Flushing boat engines 

• Filling outdoor  

• Permits required for lawn watering during certain periods 

Water conservation levels also give the Village the ability to impose restrictions at other times during the year 

where may be necessary for environmental or emergency reasons. 

Remember, Water Conservation Level 1 is in effect June 1st to September 30th every year! Post the attached 

Water Conservation Chart in your home for easy reference. Water conservation levels will be posted around the 

Village and on the Village website. For more information, call the Village Office at (604) 921-9333. 

 

The new bylaw can be viewed in its entirety on the Village website. Please also review the valuable tips below 

for ways you can help to conserve municipal water.  

  



 

 

Use Less 
Avoid running taps to wait for water to cool (keep a jug in the fridge) or while you wash your car (use a shut off 

valve). 

The major use of water inside our homes, up to a third, is from flushing the toilet. Older toilets use up to 12 

litres per flush—that’s equal to six two-litre milk cartons. On the other hand, modern low-flow toilets use about 

half, only 6 litres a flush. Even low-flow toilets and shower heads contribute to excess water use during unusually 

dry periods. Water captured in outdoor rain barrels can be used to flush toilets during times of extreme drought. 

Only use the toilet for toilet paper, and not as a garbage can. That way you are flushing less often. 

Check for leaks in your toilet. How do you do this? Put a few drops of food colouring in the tank. If it shows up 

in the bowl, your toilet is leaking water. 

Turn off the tap when you are brushing your teeth or washing dishes. 

Sit a bowl in the sink, run the tap while you brush your teeth. Now look 

at the water in the bowl. Can you think of ways to use that water? 

Does your garden hose connection leak? Would a new washer help? 

Leaking faucets lose lots of water: 280 litres/week for a slow drip; 750 

litres/week for a fast drip; and 3,700 litres/week for a steady stream, 

such as a broken pipe—the equivalent of filling an extra 50 baths a 

week. 

When you are ready to replace your washing machine, choose a high-

efficiency model. You’ll save both water and energy. A traditional 

clothes washer uses 150-plus litres of water for each load. A high-

efficiency machine reduces this by more than half—to about 75 litres a 

load. 

Waterwise Tips 
Starting a garden? Ask your nursery to help you choose low-water plants. Outdoors, use a spray nozzle with 

automatic shut-off when washing your car or watering plants. Instead of watering with municipal water, use 

rain barrels to capture water for garden use. Sweep your driveway, stairs and garden paths instead of using the 

hose. For more information on waterwise gardening, visit this website: 

*http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/water/WaterPublications/WaterwiseGardening.pdf  

(*the referenced article is meant to be used as a guide only; the statistical data contained within is not relevant to the Village of Lions 

Bay’s potable water system, supply, consumption or demand.) 



 

Water Conservation Level 1 is in place June 1st to September 30th every year. Levels are established by Lions Bay Municipality with immediate effect, and apply 

to the use of treated drinking water supplied by the Municipality (not to rain water, grey water, any form of recycled water, or outside water).  All measures are 

enforceable under Outdoor Water Use Bylaw No. 484. 

 

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw No. 484 - Conservation Measures, Levels 1 to 3 

 ACTIVITY CONSERVATION LEVEL 1 

Begins June 1 annually 

CONSERVATION LEVEL 2 CONSERVATION LEVEL 3 
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Watering lawns, 4 - 9 am only. 

 

Newly planted lawns may be watered outside 

allowed times with a municipal permit displayed. 

Even-number addresses: 

Monday, Wednesday and 

Saturday. 

Odd-number addresses: Tuesday, 

Thursday and Sunday. 

Even-number addresses: 

Monday only. 

Odd-number addresses: 

Thursday only. 

Prohibited  

Watering flowers, vegetables, planters, shrubs, 

trees 

No restriction. Only by hand using spring-

loaded nozzle, containers or 

Drip Irrigation.  Sprinklers and 

soaker hoses prohibited. 

Prohibited 

Use of pools, spas, ponds No restrictions.  Must have a recirculation pump.  “One-time-

through” uses are prohibited at all times. 

Filling Prohibited 

Washing outdoor impermeable surfaces such as 

driveways, buildings, sidewalks, and roads, 

including pressure washing 

No restriction. Only for health and safety 

purposes or to prepare a 

surface for painting or similar 

treatment. 

Prohibited 

Washing vehicles and boats Only with hose equipped with 

spring-loaded shut off. 

Only by bucket. Prohibited, except for windows, 

lights and license plates 

Flushing boat engines No restriction. Four (4) minutes maximum 

Filling outdoor water storage No restriction. Prohibited 
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Watering of school property, including Lions Bay 

Field 

No restriction. Minimum to maintain in 

useable condition. 

Prohibited 

Watering of parks, municipal lawns, grassed 

boulevards, 1 – 6 am only 

Even-number addresses: Monday 

and Wednesday. 

Odd number addresses: Tuesday 

and Thursday. 

Non-residential addresses: 

Friday. 

Even-number addresses: 

Wednesday only. 

Odd-number addresses: 

Tuesday only. 

Prohibited 

Flushing of water mains and hydrants Only for safety or public health reasons 


